
15th May 2020 

Let’s Hui 

 

Kia Ora 

 
Thursday presented us with a mixed bag. Thumbs up…we received clarification of guidelines under 
Alert Level Two to hold business events of up to 100 attendees! This is an important first step and 
while it doesn’t solve everything, every little bit helps at the moment as we still continue to deal with a 
health driven solution. 
 
It was also important to see that business events were singled out in the announcement from Ministry 
of Health, versus being included in the term mass gathering. It’s the recognition we have been fighting 
for and I’m looking forward to these being reviewed in a fortnight. Do not be concerned if the website 
doesn’t reflect the announcement which came out, it will take some time to update. 
 
However, I know all of you were waiting in anticipation for the budget announcement at 2pm, and the 
feedback I’ve received so far has been very luke warm, bordering on disappointment. I know the 
wage subsidy will be helpful, although we had asked for a 24 week extension to support the long lead 
times that are a nuance of this industry. We had also asked for additional financial support to help 
with overheads and other fixed costs during a time of zero revenue. 
 
There may be more to come for the industry, given that there is $20B of funds that were not 
announced for use. 
 
Officials have been asked to please pass on to the Minister the importance for him to be upfront and 
transparent with this industry. If there is more business support to come, please tell us what that might 
look like. If the plan is to expand wage subsidies, say so. It’s the not knowing, which is proving to be 
the toughest. I will keep you posted on any further developments as the work does continue with 
officials. 
 
On Thursday, I also attended a workshop with representatives from EVANZ, ETNZ and NZEA as well 
as concert promoters, as we work towards creating a document for Minister Twyford on the events 
industry. While we all have some similarities in what we do, there are also major differences, so trying 
to create a singular overview of the industry reminded me how disparate we are. The plan, which also 
asks for various support mechanisms for the industry, will go to the Minister on Monday afternoon, 
and we will then wait for feedback from his office. 
 
In the meantime, celebrate Level Two, enjoy those haircuts, reuniting with friends and family (groups 
under 10 of course), and Sunday morning brunch. It does feel a little different out there in Level Two 
land. 
 
Thank you for all your feedback, complimentary and constructive. I take it all on board. We will 
continue to do our best to keep you informed and keep your voice loud and proud! 

He waka eke noa 

Lisa Hopkins 
Chief Executive 
lisa@nzconventions.co.nz 

#weareallthistogether 
#hewakaekenoa 
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